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Ash Wednesday 
February 13  
Services at 10:00 am and 7:00 pm
Imposition of Ashes at all services; 
Choir at the 7:00 pm service

Adult Ed
Every Sunday at 9:30am 
before the sevice in the Parish Hall, 
front page about the next forum.

March Newsletter 
Deadline
March 1st

Church office Hours
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 8 to 3pm
oursaviourbrookline@gmail.com
(617) 277-7334

Newsletter Reminders
Get your newsletter at the very moment 
of publication, with the   print hardly 
dry!!  You will receive it in PDF form 
just like the paper editions, only faster. 
This also saves the church money. 
Email oursaviourbrookline@gmail.com 
and tell Marsha you want to get your 
newsletter as a PDF.  

Next newsletter deadline, March 1st.  
PLEASE try to make the deadline with 
articles and photos.  Random photos of 
the church or church events is ALWAYS 
welcome.  You do not need a fancy 
camera or be a proffesional!
Email oursaviourbrookline@gmail.com 
with your news.

Organ 
Dedication 
Features 
Peter Sykes, 
this Sunday!
Join us for a dedication 
concert of our new organ 
by the world-famous 
Peter Sykes on February 
10 at 4:00 pm.  As you 
know, the completely 
restored Hook and 
Hastings tracker organ 
was rescued from the 
wreckage of Hurricane 
Katrina.  It was given to 
us through the generosity 
and thoughtfulness 
of Parkman Shaw.  

A recent review of Peter 
Sykes noted “. . . the large 
and lush unaltered Skin-
ner organ in the United 
Congregational Church 
of Holyoke, where Peter 
Sykes pulled off the best and most cohesive performance of his virtuoso transcrip-
tion of Holst's The Planets this reviewer has yet heard. From tumultuous Mars 
and sensuous Venus through the trumpetings of Jupiter and the purring shimmer 
of Saturn to Neptune's diaphanous disappearance in a diminishing aura of harp 
and strings, Sykes showed us what this organ was really designed for.”

Professor Sykes is an expert in playing Hook and Hastings organs.  
Join us for this exciting and joyful event.  Reception to follow.

Adult Ed
Upcoming Book Discussion in of Richard Rohr’s “Falling Upward”

This is an Adult Ed forum for parishioners who’ve had their first root canal and 
don’t ride a skateboard to church.  It’s been called the sort of book that you want 
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Baptism
Lila Peabody Sawatzky 
 January 6, 2013 to give to family members who have 

reached the age of 45.

In Western society, so much of our focus 
is on the first half of people's lives. We 
obsess about courtship, career choice, 
finding a mate, establishing ourselves, 
and this is the subject that too many 
60-year-old people worry at, fantasize 
over, concentrate on, well past the day 

that they should let this half of 
their lives go, and think about 
the second half.  This percipi-
ent sociological analysis is just 
a starting point for his explora-
tion of the second half of life.

This second half is something 
that people tend to avoid focus-
ing on because they think it’s 

only about suffering and diminution. But 
this author outlines how this half of life 

Adult Ed  continued from page 1

can be about joy, about “falling upward” 
in a spiritual sense, about the second half 
of life being about opening yourself. A 
book like this can help center a reader on 
the need to get past embarrassment, get 
past a concern for the material, and begin 
to understand what faces you, and what 
you are.

As one reviewer put it, “There is God in 
this book, and the book is frank about 
being a guidebook, a road map, towards 
salvation. That is inherent in the entire 
theme, the idea that a second half of 
life, with travails, can open to something 
more. So many people I know are con-
cerned with retirement, but not what to 
do in retirement, about a lake home, but 
not a better self ...”  The book is avail-
able on Amazon.  Falling Upward.  Pick 
it up and then come to class for a lively 
discussion.  

Reverand Joel M. Ives

Bishop Shaw to Retire
Bishop Tom announced last month 
that he’s preparing to hang up his mitre 
(pointed hat) and crozier (shepherd’s 
staff) somewhere in the next two years.  
He called for the initiating 
of a “Bishop Coadjud-
tor”.  This is Episcopalian 
language for a Bishop to be 
selected by the Diocese and 
Standing Committee, while 
the present Bishop is still in 
office.  The idea is that new 
Bishop will serve alongside 
Bishop Shaw for six months 
or so until he/she “learns the ropes” and 
then Bishop Shaw will formally step 
down.  There is no set time for Tom to 
step down, but it’s generally under a year.  
This allows for continuity in the leader-
ship plans of the Diocese so that 
momentum is not lost.  

It’s a good arrangement, although I can 
remember the late Bob Strider telling me 
that his father was elected Bishop 
Coadjudtor of West Virginia decades ago.  
Bishop Strider was duly consecrated and 
served alongside the retiring Bishop and 
diligently waited for him to retire ... and 
waited ... and waited.  I remember Bob 
chuckling as he said his poor dad waited 
for more than a decade for the retiring 
Bishop to finally leave!  However, I do not 
expect Bishop Tom to hang around like 
that!  Mandatory retirement for clergy is 
age seventy-two, and he’s sixty-eight with 
a whopping nineteen years of leading our 
Diocese.  Surely, he is ready to rest and 
rejuvenate and go on to new adventures.  

We will miss him dearly.    

Photos by Joan Young



Church  o f  Our  Sav iour 
  617-277-7334

Rosie’s Gang
Thanks to all who join us to prepare 
and serve food at Rosies Place in 2012.  
It’s a lot of fun and helpful too.  
The next time a group goes 
to Rosie’s is the next month 
when there is a fifth Sat-
urday.  Contact the church 
office for more details.  

It’s a lot of fun!

George  and food photo 
by Betsey Delback

The New Church Wardens
Eric Gedstad, left, the new Junior Warden, 
and Doug Skillins, the new Senior Warden.



February  2013

www.oursav iourbrook l ine .o rg
oursav iourbrook l ine@gmai l . com

Music Notes  continued from page 1

An operatic crescendo of THANKS from Alice Bray to all of you, 
for the overwhelming, six-layered response for baked goods to 
benefit the Market.  We posted some Tom Brady numbers by rais-
ing almost $700 for the Brookline Food Pantry.  An eye-mistingly 
exquisite selection of down-home baked goods were donated by 
parishioners.  From brownies to onion rolls, it was a high tea for the 
taste buds.  And a special thanks for the slam-dunk assistance of 
Courtney Patrick who helped handle the madding crowds!

Alternative 
Christmas 

Market

A Thank You 
from the 
Altar Guild
Joan Young, Directress

On the morning of December 15th 
twenty-two men, women and children 
gathered at the church to clean, hang the 
greens and put up the two Christmas 
trees that Joel so kindly picked up for us. 
In less than two hours we were finished 
with the basics and with no loss of life or 
limb to the men who climbed the ladders 
to hang the high-up wreaths. We are 
truly grateful to the following people for 
their participation:

David Lawrence and Bob Young for 
brass polishing on December 13th. It 
gleams like new!  Altar Guild members: 
Halani Foulsham, Ginger Lawrence, 
Joan Young, Liza Connolly, Debra 
Wasiowicz, Beverly Cleathero and Judy 
Sojack. Parishioners: Amanda Swin-
choski with Louisa and James, Upty 
Clouse with grandchildren Sydney and 
Ryley, Lynn Hoyer, and our wonderful 
group of men: Neil Perry, Isaac Dale, 
Mel Clouse, Tim Harwood, Fred Grant, 
Dom Foulsham, Bob Young and Jim 
Michmerhuizen (who joined us for the 
first time and enjoyed it!).

On December 22nd Beverly Cleathero, 
Joan Young, Debra Wasiowicz, Alice 
Bray and Evelyn Murray added the red 
bows to the wreaths and generally put up 
the finishing touches. Fred Grant arrived 
early to hang the Della Robbia pottery 
wreath, which the ladies cannot handle!  
We were delighted to have the design 

idea for the rail in front of the 
organ from Isaiah Ives. Before 
she left for England Halani 

provided the manpower needed 
to remove trees and high 
wreaths and hangings to store 
away or throw away.  Beverly 
Cleathero, Maude Terry, Debra 
Wasiowicz, Denise Ulibarri 
and John Clauss, Lynn Hoyer, 
Joan Young, Amanda and 
James Swinchoski, and Ursula 
Smith all pitched in to bag up 
wreaths, garlands and candles.  
Jim Terry and Bob Young were 

in charge of the vacuuming, and by 1:30 
PM we were all cleaned up.  My heart-
felt thanks to all of you who gave time 
and effort to help us throughout this 
Christmas Season. We couldn’t manage 
it without you.

arranged the many pots 
of poinsettias and the 
lovely altar flowers, 
made possible by your 
generous donations.   
We have a beautiful 
church to worship and 
celebrate the birth of 
Jesus.  Thank you.

What goes up must 
come down!  So on 
January 6th after the wonderful Pageant 
and a beautiful Baptism, all the greens, 
trees, lights, red ribbons and poinsettias 
had to be removed.  Eighteen people, 
some wielding huge ladders, went about 
the task at hand.  Sally Hull Jones lov-
ingly wrapped up the creche figures and 
stable and packed them away for another 
year. Fred Grant, Caleb Stewart, Tim 
Harwood, Eric Gedstad and Josh Slater 
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The Cloister Arch 
Caleb Stewart
Co-Chair Property Committee

We ended 2012 on a great note as the 
rebuilding of the sinking Cloister arch 
at Carlton Street is almost complete.  
Included with this article are two photos, 
one of the dismantled arch and one of the 
arch after the final mortar and rope joints 
were applied.   I am thrilled!

We have come an awful long way and 
I am so pleased that this danger and 
eyesore is almost completely behind us.  
A big thank you to Len Davenport and 
to Terry McLaughlin for their wonderful 
work on this historic arch.  Recently, a 
parishioner made a challenge pledge to-
wards this work. As a result, we received 
an additional $4K in gifts and have 
received a total of $42K in funding to-
date.  We still need about $12K to fully 
fund the work.  I am very grateful to the 
parishioners and friends of the church 
who made donations to this cause. 

2013 is also going to be a busy year for 
the Property Committee as Vestry has 
committed to replacing the heating plant 
in the Parish House.  Our current steam 
boiler dates to the 1960s and its piping 
dates to the 1920s.  It is completely inef-
ficient and well past its life expectancy.

In calendar year 2012 we spent 
$21,781.05 on heating oil for our build-
ings ($10,666.71 for the Church and 
$11,114.34 for the Parish House).  If 
we convert to natural gas we can signifi-
cantly reduce our energy costs and our 
carbon footprint and make our Parish 
House more comfortable.    
This work involves: Installing new gas 
lines, insulating the Parish House, and 
replacing the single-zone steam system 
(pipes and all) with a multi-zoned high 
efficiency gas-fired system.

We have already received some promises 
of financial support, but parishioners will 
be hearing more about this project as we 
cannot even commit to it without signifi-
cant financial support from our church 
family.  Please think about what you can 
do to help.

I would be happy to speak with anyone 
about this project and give tours of our 
furnace rooms to show just how badly this 
work is needed. 
Donations of cash or securi-
ties are always welcome, 
but in the past we have 
also raised funds by selling 
donated items at the annual 
spring auction, through auction houses, 
via e-Bay and at yard sales. If you have 
items you’d like to donate or you know 
someone who is downsizing I can come 
visit and look at the items. Last year the 
church received almost $10K from sales 
of these donations.  Nothing to sneeze at!

Please think about helping in 
any way you can.

Happy New Year!
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Clergy
The Reverend Joel M. Ives,

 
Rector

The Reverend David Eckel,
 

Sunday Associate

NEW!! Music
Joshua Slater, Director of Music, 
and Organist.

Staff
Marsha Searle, Parish Administrator
Edward T. Whitney, Assistant Treasurer
Amanda Swinchoski,  
Sunday School Coordinator

NEW!!  2013 Vestry
Eunice P. Howe, Grand Warden 
Douglas Skillins, Sr. Warden
Eric Gedstad, Jr. Warden

Members of Vestry
Paul Healy, Treasurer
Isaac Garcia-Dale, Clerk
Lousia Cogswell, Catherine Creecy,  
Fred Grant, Dianne Haley, 
Abbott Lawrence, Thomas Matlack, 
Cathy McCarty, Jim Michmerhuizen, 
Courtney Patrick, David Reeder, 
Michael Robbins, Joan Young

Delegates to Diocesan Convention
Lisa Shaw, Timothy Harwood

Christmas 
Caroling 

2012!
Parishioners went 

carolling in the 
neighbourhood the 

Sunday before 
Christmas. 


